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Synopsis

Nearly 30 years after Iranian-Swedish filmmaker Nahid Persson Sarvestani participated in the Islamic Revolution to overthrow the Shah’s Monarchy regime in Iran, she returns to her native country for a visit. 

The success of her critically acclaimed film, Prostitution Behind the Veil, has angered the Islamic Republic and she is immediately placed under house arrest. Nahid is interrogated a number of times and is accused of being a Royalist. She is forced to sign a document promising that she’d never make a film about Iran again. 

Upon returning to Sweden Nahid decides to make the focus of her new film to an unlikely subject: Queen Farah Pahlavi, wife of the former and late Shah of Iran. The former Queen welcomes Nahid into her life but soon finds out about the filmmaker’s role in the revolution and becomes suspicious of her intentions. She stops the filming but after a few months Nahid wins the queen’s trust again. Her new challenge is how to confront the Queen with the failings of her husband’s regime that led to the revolution without jeopardizing making her film.

In the process of filming the antagonist of her revolutionary past, Nahid and the Queen encounter frequent confrontations and revelations that evolve into an unforeseen journey of two women in exile, who have more in common than any of them could envision.

NAHID PERSSON SARVESTANI 

Biography

Born in Shiraz, Iran, Nahid Persson Sarvestani took political asylum in Sweden as a result of her political activism during and after the 1979 revolution in Iran. Since 1999 Nahid has pursued a successful career as a documentary filmmaker in Sweden. 

Nahid’s socio-political films have been harshly critical of the position of women under the Islamic Republic regime. On a trip to Iran, after the release of her award winning documentary, Prostitution Behind the Veil, Nahid was arrested and interrogated by the Secret Police. While under house arrest, she was secretly completing her documentary Four Wives - One Man. The film, which portrays a polygamous family south of Shiraz, was smuggled out of Iran and finally edited in Sweden.

Nahid is the recipient of numerous awards including the Golden Dragon at the Krakow Film Festival, Best International News Documentary at the TV-festival 2005 in Monte Carlo, as well as The Crystal Award (Kristallen) by SVT (Swedish State Television) and an International Emmy nomination for Prostitution Behind the Veil.
She recently finished the production of The Queen and I, a 90-minute documentary feature that follows the director's two year-long, complex relationship with Queen Farah Pahlavi, wife of the former and late Shah of Iran. The film will be released worldwide in conjunction with the 30-year anniversary of the Islamic Revolution in 2009. 

Nahid Persson Sarvestani - Filmography

2008 - The Queen and I
2008 - The Birdcage
2008 - Blue Heart
2008 - Emma
2007 - Four Wives, One Man
2006 - The Motorman (Honorary Mention at Uppsala Short Film Festival)
2006 - The Ladies Room
2004 - Prostitution Behind the Veil (More than 25 awards around the world)
2004 - Fuck the Past
2003 - Me and My Cousin (Honorary mention at Uppsala Short Film Festival)
2002 - Last Days of Life (The Swedish Cancer Foundation Prize)
2000 - My Mother- A Persian Princess
2000 - End of Exile (Documentary Film Award at the Swedish Film Institute)
2000 – I Am Not Only a Homosexual
1999 - What is wrong with me?
1999 - Five equal – Five different
1998 - My Secret
1997 - Below the surface
1996 - To be adopted
1995 - Hidden signs
Jury

Hot Docs 2009

International Emmy 2006

Uppsala International Film Festival 2005

International documentary Film Festival 2004
The Queen and I
This film is dedicated to memory of my brother ROSTAM
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Nicklas Karpaty
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Writer

Nahid Persson Sarvestani

Zinat S. Lloyd

”Certain views expressed in this film by others do not reflect my thoughts or sentiments.” - Farah Pahlavi
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Torbjörn Persson
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